Integrated Behavioral
Health Initiative

SUPPORTING PRIMARY CARE PROVIDERS IN CARING FOR PATIENTS’ PHYSICAL,
BEHAVIORAL, AND MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF.

The Montana Healthcare Foundation's Integrated Behavioral Health Initiative supports primary care
providers to build teams that effectively treat mental iliness and substance use disorders so that
Montanans can get many of their health needs met by their primary care team.

Primmary care providers serve as the first line of treatment for many people with mental iliness and
substance use disorders. Integrated care approaches mental well-being and physical health as part of the
same puzzle, incorporating behavioral health providers, care coordination, and universal screening for
behavioral health conditions into the primary care team.

The benefits of this approach include:
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experience for providers limited behavioral care costs

health workforce



How We Help

The Montana Healthcare Foundation supports primary care
practices across the state to plan for and implement
integrated care. It provides grant funding and technical
assistance to start new programs and guidance to ensure the
sustainability of ongoing programs. Funding is available to
primary care practices that serve a substantial share of
low-income, Medicaid, or other populations with limited access
to services.

The Montana Healthcare Foundation also convenes the
Primary Care Collaborative, a multistakeholder group working
since 2023 to inform Montana Medicaid’s redesign of the
primary care reimbursement system.
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As of 2025, over 80% of adult and pediatric Medicaid patients
had access to integrated care in an initiative-funded clinic.
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